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English 424 is a senior seminar that aims to explore the relation between Shakespeare's plays and classical and early modern political thought, broadly understood. We will consider how Shakespeare manages the following topics: the tension between retribution and the rule of law, the separation of church and state, the moral and emotional quality of political belonging, the idea of the nation as a political construction, the limits of sovereignty, and the bond between legal reasoning and poetic form. We will also consider the value of thinking of Shakespeare as a theorist of secularization and disenchantment.
Course Text (available at Labyrinth Books, 290 York Street)

· The Complete Pelican Shakespeare, eds. Orgel & Braunmuller (New York: Penguin, 2002). Other reputable Shakespeare editions (Riverside, Norton, Cambridge, Yale, etc) are fine, as are individual editions.

· Course Reader for secondary sources available at Tyco Copies
Course Requirements

1. Active class participation, which includes preparing all assigned materials and coming to class ready to speak.  Please speak to me well in advance if you anticipate an absence or a schedule conflict. 

2. in-class oral presentation on primary and secondary readings.

3. two writing assignments. One short paper (about 1000 words) due no later than October 13; one senior essay (approximately 6000-7000 words) demonstrating original research and focused on a single play (in most cases). You will present this paper orally to the full class in the last week of classes, when you will also turn in to me a written draft of at least 2500 words. Final papers are due no later than Friday December 15th at 3pm. As an alternative to a standard critical essay devoted to a reinterpretation of a play, figure, idea, thematic concern, or philosophical problem, you may write a senior essay that studies the strategic use of a Shakespearean play in a political crisis or historical moment, as a marker of cultural legitimacy, as a language in political theory, and the like. Such papers will require substantial original reading and research. You will be consulting with me throughout the term on these essays, which are meant to function as a capstone to your work in the English major.

n.b. the course will be limited to 15 students. Seniors are given first priority.

Schedule of Meetings

Wed Sept 6
Introduction to the Course; Shakespeare and Political Thought. 

Mon Sept 11 
King John

Wed Sept 13
King John
· Martin Dzelzainis, "Shakespeare and Political Thought."

· Marjorie Garber, Shakespeare After All, 270-281

Mon  Sept 18
Richard II
Wed Sept 20
Richard II
· David Scott Kastan, "Proud Majesty made a Subject': Shakespeare and the Spectacle of Rule."  PDF 

· David Norbrook, "Language and Rebellion in Richard II."

Mon Sept 25
The Merchant of Venice
Wed Sept 27 
The Merchant of Venice
· Karen Newman, "Portia's Ring"  PDF
· Julia Lupton, Citizen-Saints,  75- 101

Mon Oct 2
Henry IV 1& 2
Wed Oct 4
Henry IV 1& 2

· Stephen Greenblatt, Shakespearean Negotiations, 40-65.

· Lorna Hutson, "Not the King's Two Bodies." 

Mon Oct 9
Hamlet
Wed Oct 11
Hamlet
· Stephen Greenblatt, Hamlet in Purgatory, 205-249

· John Guillory, "Violence and Philosophy in Hamlet."
Fri Oct 13
Short paper due; email to me by 1pm 
Mon Oct 16
Troilus and Cressida
Wed Oct 18
Troilus and Cressida

· Harry Berger, "Troilus and Cressida: The Observer as Basilisk"

· Heather James, Shakespeare's Troy, 89-1 18

Mon Oct 23
Measure for Measure;
Wed Oct 25
Measure for Measure
· Debora Shuger, Political Theologies in Shakespeare's England, 102-134
· Julia Lupton. Citizen-Saints, 127-157

Mon Oct 30
King Lear
Wed Nov 1
King Lear
· Stanley Cavell, "The Avoidance of Love: A Reading of King Lear"

· Andrew Hadfield, "The Power and Rights of the Crown." PDF
Mon Nov 6
Macbeth
Wed Nov 8
Macbeth
· Stephen Orgel, "Macbeth and the Antic Round."

· David Scott Kastan, "Macbeth and the "Name of King."

Mon Nov 13
Coriolanus

Wed Nov 15 
Coriolanus
· Stanley Cavell, "Coriolanus and Interpretations of Politics"

· Annabel Patterson, Shakespeare and the Popular Voice, 120-146

Thanksgiving Break

Mon Nov 27
The Tempest
Wed Nov 29
The Tempest
· Stephen Greenblatt, Shakespearean Negotiations, 129-163

· George Lamming, The Pleasures of Exile, 95-117

· Constance Jordan, Shakespeare's Monarchies, 1-33, 147-209

Mon Dec 4
final paper workshop

Wed Dec 6
final paper workshop

Fri Dec 15
Final Papers due by 3pm in LC 109 

