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This graduate seminar is designed to familiarize students (specialist and non-specialist) with some of the major primary texts, thematic questions, and scholarly methods in contemporary later seventeenth- and eighteenth-century studies. We will pursue this enterprise by focusing our disinterested attention on questions of political belonging, race, and national identity in years widely credited with hosting the rise of "modernity" as an epistemological phenomenon. We will think in particular about the claim that a newly secular view of time and history emerges in these years, and consider how the fictionalization of the past (broadly understood) shapes concepts of political community, racial identity, slavery, territorial sovereignty, national historiography and literary tradition. 

Books: I have ordered our course texts at Labyrinth Books and assembled two course readers available at TYCO.  Some of the critical readings are available on-line through JSTOR, Literature Online, Project Muse, and other databases—I have placed links or documents to available materials on our webpage (classes v.2). A note on the required texts: please feel free to use other editions of the salient works if you have them already.  Also, please note I have ordered the wonderful and expensive Hughes edition of Milton, which is an optional purchase. If you will be working in the 17& 18th century or taking the Milton exam, you may want to buy this book. If not, I am happy to give you a photocopy of Samson Agonistes. 


John Milton, Complete Poems and Selected Prose, ed. Merritt Hughes 

Aphra Behn, Oroonoko, the Rover, and Other Works, ed. Janet Todd


Joseph Addison, Cato and Selected Essays, eds. Henderson & Yellin,


Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe, ed. John Richetti


The Poems of Alexander Pope, ed John Butt


The Basic Writings of Jonathan Swift, ed. Claude Rawson


David Hume, Political Essays, ed. Knud Haakonsen


Thomas Paine, Common Sense and Other Writings, ed. Edward Larkin


Olaudah Equiano, Narrative of the Life of Gustavus Vassa, ed. Angelo Costanzo


Course Readers

Requirements: (which may be modified as befits the enrollment of the class)

1. Careful preparation of all primary and secondary materials for each week's seminar

2. Active participation in class discussions

3. A short analytical paper (about 2000 words) due any time, but no later than Feb 15
4. A long final paper (about 7000 words) on a topic of original research, due at the end of the term.

5. Service as a "respondent" for one seminar. This entails delivering an oral presentation on a subject and line of argument arranged in advance with me. The schedule and mode of these presentations depends in part on the size of the course.

Provisional Schedule of Meetings (subject to alteration)

Monday January 9 Introduction to the course: please come to class having read the following materials (all available in the graduate office in LC 106)

· Handouts: Dryden's "Astrea Redux" 
· Mr John Miltons Character of the Long Parliament

· Reinhart Koselleck, "Modernity and the Planes of Historicity" in Futures Past: On the Semantics of Historical Time (1987)

· Nicholas Hudson, "From Nation to Race" Eighteenth-Century Studies 27 (1996).

Friday January 13   NOTE FRIDAY MEETING

John Dryden, The Indian Emperour (1665) : course reader
· John Wallace, "'Examples are Best Precepts': Readers and Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Poetry," Critical Inquiry 1 (1973) JSTOR

· Joseph Roach, Cities of the Dead, 1-10, 138-152

· Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri, Empire, 114-129

Respondent: 

Monday January 23 

John Milton, Samson Agonistes (1671) 

· Blair Worden, "Milton, Samson Agonistes, and the Restoration," in Culture and Society in the Stuart Restoration, ed, Gerald Maclean (1996)

· Victoria Kahn, “Political Theology and Reason of State in Samson Agonistes.” South Atlantic Quarterly (1996) 

Respondent: 

n.b.  Michael McKeon at the Transitions to Modernity Workshop, 4pm HGS 401

Monday January 30 

John Dryden, Troilus and Cressida (1679) & Grounds of Criticism in Tragedy  (and some knowledge of Shakespeare's Troilus & Cressida wouldn’t hurt): course reader
· Svetlana Boym, The Future of Nostalgia, 3-18

· John Wallace, "Dryden's Plays and the Conception of an Heroic Society," in Culture and Politics from Puritanism to the Enlightenment, ed. Perez Zagorin 

Respondent: 
Monday Feb 6 

Aphra Behn, Oroonoko (1688)
· Laura Brown, “Oroonoko and the Trade in Slaves," in The New Eighteenth Century, eds. Nussbaum and Brown

· Elliott Visconsi, “A Degenerate Race: English Barbarism in Behn's Oroonoko and The Widow Ranter” ELH 69 (2002) Project Muse
· Michael McKeon, Origins of the English Novel, 20-22, 39-52

Respondent: 

Monday Feb 13 

Joseph Addison, Cato & Spectator nos. 55, 69, 287

· J.G.A. Pocock, "The Mobility of Property and the Rise of Eighteenth-Century Sociology," in Virtue, Commerce, and History, 103-123. 

· Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, 1-8, 37-46 

· Julie Ellison, Cato's Tears, ELH 62 (1996) Project Muse

Respondent: 

Monday Feb 20 

Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe
· Ian Watt, The Rise of the Novel, 60-92

· Thomas Haskell, “Capitalism and the Origins of the Humanitarian Sensibility 1 & 2” in The Anti-Slavery Debates, ed. Thomas Bender, 107-160 

· Roxann Wheeler, "'My Man, My Savage': Racial Multiplicity in Robinson Crusoe, ELH 62 (1995) Project Muse
Respondent: 

Monday Feb 27 

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver's Travels, Book III & IV

· Laura Brown, "Reading Race and Gender: Jonathan Swift," Eighteenth-Century Studies 23 (1990) JSTOR
· Claude Rawson, God, Gulliver, and Genocide, 92-182 

· Robert Markley, "Gulliver and the Japanese: The Limits of the Postcolonial Past," MLQ 20 (2004) Project Muse 

Respondent: 

SPRING BREAK

Monday Mar 20 

Alexander Pope, Windsor-Forest & An Essay on Man
· J. Paul Hunter, "Form as Meaning: Pope and the Ideology of the Couplet." The Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation 22 (1996)

·  Theodor Adorno & Max Horkheimer, Dialectic of Enlightenment, 3-49

Respondent: 

Monday March 27 

Voltaire, Alzire (1736) -- trans. & adapted by Aaron Hill: Alzira, (1736): course reader
· Paul Gilroy, Against Race, 54-68 

· T.W. Russell, Voltaire, Dryden, and Heroic Tragedy, 86-105 

· Karen O'Brien, Narratives of Enlightenment, 1-20

Respondent: 

Monday April 3  
Thomas Gray, "Lines Written in a Country Churchyard"  et al: course reader
Oliver Goldsmith, "The Traveller," and other works: course reader
David Hume, Essays 1, 3, 4, 6, 11, 12, and from The History of England (pp 250-9)

· John Sitter, "The Flight from History in Poetry after Pope," in New Essays on Eighteenth-Century Literature, Leo Damrosch, ed. (1983) 

· Mark Salber Phillips, Society and Sentiment, 3-78

· Reread Nicholas Hudson, "From Nation to Race."

Respondent: 

Monday April 10 

Tom Paine, Common Sense; John Adams, Dissertation on Feudal and Canon Law; Thomas Jefferson, Summary of the Rights of British America; Declaration of Independence; Phillis Wheatley, selected poems: course reader
· Gordon Wood, The Radicalism of the American Revolution, 189-225

· Henry Louis Gates, "Writing "Race" and the Difference it Makes," Critical Inquiry 12 (1985) JSTOR 

Respondent: 

Monday April 17 

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative
· Adam Potkay, "Olaudah Equiano and the Art of Spiritual Autobiography." Eighteenth-Century Studies 27 (1994) Project Muse
· Paul Gilroy, Against Race, 97-133

Respondent: 

Monday April 24
No Class

May 1

Last Class to present abstracts of final papers

May 15:  Final Papers Due (~7000 words) in hard copy, in my mailbox in LC 09

