ENGL 666a

Law, Religion, and Literature in Post-Revolutionary England

Tuesday 925-1115 : Linsly Chittenden 319
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Elliott Visconsi






Office: Saybrook P12

elliott.visconsi@yale.edu




203/432-4999 office   


Office Hours: Wednesday 1030-1200 and by appt.

203/387-2900 home

This course offers a cross-disciplinary encounter with literary, legal, and religious discourse in post-Revolutionary England, with special emphasis on the public cultural life of constitutional theory. Some of our questions: do literary texts enjoy a privileged status as mediators of popular legal reasoning? What is the proper relation between religion and government in the expanding commercial nation-state? What are the limits of religious toleration and the hazards of pluralism? To what degree does the English national character depend upon its legal, literary, and religious institutions, including the immemorial and unwritten constitution? To what degree does the period demonstrate a thickening of religious experience rather than a secularizing break from the past?  We will look at literary texts in the company of trial transcripts, law reports, political and historical writings, sermons and devotional tracts in order to approach an understanding of the age's deep entanglement of law, literature, and religion. Moreover, we will consider the theories and modalities of constitutional interpretation best suited to interdisciplinary scholarship, and along the way, describe the field of "law and humanities" scholarship. 

Books:  @ Labyrinth Books

Merritt Hughes, ed. The Complete Poems and Selected Prose of John Milton
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, ed. Curley (Hackett)

John Locke, Political Writings, ed. Wootton (Hackett)

Tim Harris, Restoration (Penguin)

The Struggle for Sovereignty, vol. II, ed. Joyce Lee Malcolm (Liberty Fund)

TYCO Course Reader (hereafter abbreviated CR); Many secondary materials via electronic reserve (ER) program on ORBIS; pdf documents are on the classesv2 server

Requirements:

1. Careful Preparation of All Primary and Secondary Materials & Active Class Participation

3. One or More Oral Presentations delivered in class

4. A Long Final Paper (~7500 words), making an original contribution to scholarship, presented to the class at the end of term.

5. A Short Paper reporting on a theoretical or historical book of broad interest (selected by arrangement with me), to be emailed to the whole class no later than Friday Oct 31.

6. Attendance at scheduled colloquia, as announced

Provisional Schedule of Meetings

Tuesday September 9  

Blair Worden, "The Question of Secularization" pdf
Julie Stone Peters, "Literature, Law, and the Vanishing Real," pdf
Tuesday September 16 

Hobbes, Leviathan, 1-11,57-88, 106-219, 314-396

J.G.A. Pocock, The Machiavellian Moment, 361-401 ER
Mark Lilla, The Stillborn God, 55-93 ER
Tuesday September 23 

Marvell, "Upon the Death of the Lord Protector" & "The Last Instructions to a Painter" CR
Milton, A Treatise of Civil Power

Dryden, "Astrea Redux" & "To the Lord Chancellor" CR
The Tryal of Henry Vane, kt (1662)


John Coffey, "Liberty and Property Revisited" pdf 

Philip Milton, "Hobbes, Heresy & Lord Arlington" pdf
Tuesday September 30 

Milton, Paradise Lost 1-4

David Quint, Epic and Empire, 268-308 ER
Gordon Teskey, Delirious Milton, 10-19, 129-147 ER
Tuesday October 7 

Milton, Paradise Lost 5-8


Sharon Achinstein, "Toleration in Milton's Epics," ER
Joanna Picciotto, "Reforming the Garden," pdf
Tuesday October 14 

Milton, Paradise Lost 9-12


John Rogers, The Matter of Revolution, 144-176 ER
Elliott Visconsi, Lines of Equity, 75-112 ER
Tuesday October 21

Milton, Samson Agonistes & Paradise Regained

Victoria Kahn, Wayward Contracts, 252-278 ER
Jonathan Sheehan, "Sacred and Profane: Idolatry, Antiquarianism, and the Polemics of Distinction in the Seventeenth Century" pdf
Tuesday October 28 

Rochester, Sodom CR
Milton, Of True Religion CR
Increase Mather, "An Exhortation to the People of England" CR

Elliott Visconsi, "The Invention of Criminal Blasphemy" pdf

Nicholas von Maltzahn, "Milton, Marvell, and Toleration" ER
Tuesday November 4 

Shaftesbury, Letter from a Person of Quality 
Peter Lake & Steve Pincus, "Rethinking the Public Sphere," pdf
Richard Ashcraft, Revolutionary Politics, 286-337 ER
Tuesday November 11 

Dryden, Amboyna CR
Sandys v. East India Co. (1684), aka The Great Case of Monopolies ER
Blair Hoxby, Mammon's Music, 150-190 ER

Steve Pincus, "Holy Cause to Economic Interest" pdf
Tuesday November 18 

Rex v. Sancroft et al (1688), aka The Trial of the Seven Bishops ER
Dryden, "The Hind & The Panther" CR
Locke, Letter Concerning Toleration

Mark Knights, "'Meer Religion' and the Church-State of Restoration England" pdf
Thanksgiving Break

Tuesday December 2


Formal Paper Presentations 

(~10-12 minutes, following by brief questions)

Tuesday December 16 

Final Papers Due 

(Incompletes Not Permitted)

Colloquium Speakers:

Julie Stone Peters (Harvard), LC 319, 4pm, Thursday 9/11

Molly Murray (Columbia), LC 319, 4pm Thursday 9/18

Erin Murphy (Boston U), LC 319 4pm Thursday 9/25

Blair Worden (Oxford), Beinecke Library 38/39, Monday 10/6

